
2017 © Fondation Émergence inc.59
80

-0
41

7

WHY MAY 17TH?

HOW CAN I PARTICIPATE? 

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY  
AGAINST HOMOPHOBIA  
AND TRANSPHOBIA 
The International Day Against Homophobia and 
Transphobia takes place every year on May 17th. 

Although LGBT individuals are better recognized in 
many countries, homophobia and transphobia are 
still present and are manifested by, among other 
things, penalizing these people by discriminatory 
laws or even capital punishment. 

In certain countries, despite receiving legal equality, 
the rights of LGBT people are not a reality in their 
day-to-day lives and social equality has still not been 
achieved. Therefore, it is necessary to continue 
raising awareness about the realities of LGBT people 
in order to eliminate prejudice and stereotypes.

May 17th is a symbolic date for homosexual people. 
Long considered a mental illness, homosexuality was 
removed from the list of mental disorders by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) on May 17, 1990. 

• Have a look at the practical guide on 
 homophobie.org 

• Order promotional material on homophobie.org

An initiative of:

mail@homophobiaday.org
www.homophobiaday.org/ 

www.transphobia.ca

Donate by a cheque made out to: Fondation Émergence Inc.
Donate online on our website via CanaDon

Fondation Émergence is a registered charity and can  
issue official receipts for income tax purposes. 

Registration number: 875907420RR0001

Fondation Émergence inc.
P.O. Box 55510, Centre Maisonneuve  

Montreal (Quebec) H1W 0A1  
Phone: 438 384-1058  

mail@fondationemergence.org  
www.fondationemergence.org

THE FOUNDATION NEEDS  
YOUR DONATIONS 

MAY 
17

FIGHTING
TRANSPHOBIA
www.transphobia.ca



The 2017 campaign for the Day Against Homophobia 
and Transphobia highlights the realities and challenges 
faced by trans people. 

No matter what gender they identify as, everyone is 
different and deserves to be treated with respect and 
dignity. Transgender identification has always existed. 
In Quebec and Canada, trans people have only 
recently begun to be legally and socially recognized. 
Although they have been better protected by the law 
for a few years, the fact remains that prejudices and 
discrimination persist in all spheres of society. 

Inclusion depends on the level of adversity  
or acceptance by the social 
environment: family or 
neighbours, the workplace 
or school environment, 
the world of health 
and social services, 
the sports domain, 
etc. This is why it’s 
important to act, 
educate and raise 
people’s awareness 
about trans people’s 
realities. 

44% of Quebec respondents and 58% of Canadian 
respondents say that they know the meaning of the 
word transphobia;  

77% of Quebec respondents and 72% of Canadian 
respondents believe that trans people suffer 
discrimination from employers;   

49% of Quebec and Canadian respondents witnessed 
offensive remarks towards trans people on social 
media over the previous 12 months (Facebook,  
Twitter, Google+, Tumblr, etc.).

* Léger Marketing survey conducted on February 9, 2017, 
commissioned by Fondation Émergence. For the complete 
results: fondationemergence.org/sondages/

Gender identity
This refers to the way a 
person feels inside: like 
a man, like a woman, 
somewhere in between 
the two, or neither one 
nor the other. This private, 
personal experience is 
specific to each person.  
It is not determined by 
one’s biological sex and 
can be different from  
the gender assigned to  
a person at birth.  

Gender expression
This refers to the way a 
person expresses their 
identity towards others. 
For example, it includes 
behaviours that the person 
adopts (such as body 
language), their physical 
appearance (hairstyle, 
clothing, makeup, etc.), 
the first name or pronoun 
that they prefer others 
to use when referring to 
them and all other actions 
undertaken to express 
their gender to others. 

Biological sex
This is what biology 
identifies as being male 
or female, based on the 
appearance of a person’s 
sex organs and their 
reproductive ability. 

Sexual orientation
This refers to sexual, 
emotional or affective 
attraction, generally 
involving the ability 
to engage in intimate 
relationships with people 
of the same gender as 
oneself or with those of a 

different gender. Examples 
are heterosexuality, 
homosexuality and 
bisexuality.  

Transphobia*
Any negative attitude 
that could lead to directly 
or indirectly rejecting, 
or discriminating 
against, a trans person 
(transsexual, transgender 
or transvestite) — in 
other words, any person 
who does not conform 
to standards and 
representations of  
gender and sex.

Homophobia*
Homophobia refers to 
any negative attitude that 
could lead to directly or 
indirectly rejecting, or 
discriminating against, gay, 
lesbian or bisexual people, 
or any person whose 
appearance or behaviour 
fails to conform with 
stereotypes of masculinity 
or femininity.

*  Inspired by the Government’s 
 Action Plan to Fight  
 Homophobia, Gouvernement  
 du Québec, 2011-2016.

IMMEDIATE  
ASSISTANCE
Gai écoute 
Hotline for  
Greater Montreal:  
514 866-0103 
Toll-free: 1 888 505-1010 
Chat support:  
www.gaiecoute.org 

Aide aux trans  
du Québec
(Quebec trans support group) 

For the Greater Montreal  
area: 514 254-9038 
Toll-free: 1 855 909-9038 
www.atq1980.org 

Some members of the ATQ

NO MATTER THE GENDER DEFINITIONS ASSISTANCE / EDUCATIONAL TOOLS

A FEW STATISTICS  

NEW EDUCATIONAL
TOOLS
Information guide
“Integrating Trans People in  
the Workplace” (in French)

Short-film
“Love at First Sight: Views  
of Sexual Diversity” (in French)

TO DISCOVER ON :
fondationemergence.org  
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